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As will have been observed, there is no percep-
tible difference in the rainfall of the last few years
as compared with that registered some 44 years ago;
and yet the complaint is that the water supply in
the wells, tanks and springs of Mahableshwar is
diminishing from year to year chiefly in May. The
explanation of .this is to be sought -for in the fact
above mentioned that the large forest trees attract
the vapour-laden clouds and convert them into rain
in much the same way as before, but the latter, not
meeting the surface-obstacles to the same extent as
formerly, rushes to the rivers, and part of the rain-
water which ought to have sunk to the deeper strata
of the earth and to the rills from which the wells,
tanks, and springs receive their regular and steady
supply, is rapidly evaporated, because in consequence
of the thick brushwood being cut and thinned there
is exposed to the rays of the tropical sun a large
stony surface which cannot be sufficiently protected
by the shade of the thin screen of the large trees.
But the interesting question whether large trees
being planted close to the banks of nullahs and wells
the supply of water is diminished is not yet settled.
Dr. Cook, who was Superintendent of Mahableshwar,
says " the opportunity of making a practical ex-
" periment on the subject was afforded me last
*" year, the result of which has convinced me that
" great loss is experienced in dry climates by allow-
" ing large trees to grow in immediate contiguity
<c to water-courses. While engaged in excavating a
" tank for the supply of water to Malcolm Peth, I
" observed one of the supply streams to be gradually